
Third grade texas reading passages

30 passages

5 questions for each 
passage

150+ Academic 
vocabulary cards

6 sets of paired 
selection questions 

Help your students practice & review for staar!

TEKS Tracker & 
alignment docs



Thee passages are perfect for…

✓Spiral review

✓Exit tickets

✓Bell ringers

✓Quizzes

✓Daily warm-up

✓Small group

✓Test prep

✓Review camp

✓Summer School



How to use this resource

One passage a week

and one question a day 
for an all-inclusive spiral 

review all year long.

Spend 10 minutes a day 
and get a great review!

Introduce 
vocabulary

In the questions 
that kids will see 

on their test

Use included 
writing response 

prompts

To practice extended 

constructed responses



Every tested TEKS from the 
assessed curriculum guides from 
has been added to the tracker. 


Track your students’ progress all 
year! All tested TEKS are 
included in the bundle.


Editable pdf included so you 
can record percentages for 
each week and each TEKS.


Student answer docs & answer 
keys included

Use the included TEKS tracker
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You’ll love these passages!

Short passages 
help you cover 
more TEKS 
every week


Nine weeks of 
passages 
aligned to 
tested genres 
in Third grade.


M

M M
One question 
every day 
aligned to the 
tested TEKS.


New question types 
are included (hot 
text, multi-select, 
multipart and SCR!)


Review all tested TEKS!

M



Jack and the Beanstalk - fiction 
*open-ended questions

The Best Story - fiction *open-
ended questions

The Best Pet I Could Get - poetry 
*open-ended questions

The Party - fiction

Ketchup King - poetry

Roar! - drama

Break a Leg! - drama

A Life in Computers - literary 
nonfiction

The King of Horror - literary 
nonfiction (R.L. Stine)

Passages included in the 1st nine weeks



?????
The ant and the grasshopper


fable
Moses (harriet tubman)


Literary nonfiction
Thanksgiving


Poetry
The great monarch escape


Informational

Meerkat mania

Informational

Passages for the 2nd nine weeks

Nine passages with 5 questions each

So much snow

Informational

Get up & out!

Persuasive

Breeding bears?

Argumentative

The myth of the Christmas pickle

informational



3rd nine weeks: Paired selections

3 sets of paired selections with questions

2. Read the 
second 
selection and 
answer the 
questions


M
1. Read the first 
selection and answer 
the questions


3. Answer the 
connections/
comparing 
questions


M

M



Passages in the 3rd nine weeks

6 passages & 3 sets of connection -comparing questions

Penguins - informational The beast - poetry Resolution - fiction

Should we set goals? - argumentative The astronaut - literary nonfictionAround and around it goes - informational



4th nine weeks: Paired selections

3 sets of paired selections with questions

2. Read the 
second 
selection and 
answer the 
questions


M
1. Read the first 
selection and answer 
the questions


3. Answer the 
connections/
comparing 
questions


M

M



An Adventure - fiction

The Kermes - fiction

What’s the Buzz - 
informational

The Astronaut - literary 
nonfiction (Kathy Sullivan)

Bluebonnets - poetry

I’m Ready! - drama

Passages included in the 4th nine weeks



Recommended readings & writing prompts
Suggested titles to 
check out of the 
library and build 
background 
knowledge


Use the writing 
prompts to build 
writing in different 
genres




Third grade academic vocabulary 

150+ word wall cards with teks & staar vocabulary words

Reading Vocabulary Use for...

✓Word wall - add 

as you go

✓Vocabulary cards 

for mix-pair-share

✓Review -take 

them off and 
rebuild before 
STAAR 



Large print versions of each passage



1st Nine Weeks 2nd Nine Weeksthird grade tek-a-day teks coverage
R/
S

TEKS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

S 3.3A use print or digital resources to determine meaning, syllabication, and pronunciation √ √ ✓ ✓
R 3.3B use context within and beyond a sentence to determine the meaning of unfamiliar 

words and multiple-meaning words
√ √ √ ✓ ✓ ✓

S 3.3C identify the meaning of and use words with affixes such as im- (into), non-, dis-, in- 
(not, non), pre-, -ness, -y, and -ful

√ √ ✓ ✓
S 3.3D identify, use, and explain the meaning of antonyms, synonyms, idioms, homophones, 

and homographs in a text
√ ✓ ✓

S 3.6C make, correct, or confirm predictions using text features, characteristics of genre, 
and structures

√

R 3.6E make connections to personal experiences, ideas in other texts, and society

R 3.6F make inferences and use evidence to support understanding √ √ √ √ ✓ ✓
R 3.6G evaluate details read to determine key ideas √ √ ✓ ✓ ✓
R 3.6H synthesize information to create new understanding √ ✓ ✓
R 3.7C use text evidence to support an appropriate response √ √ ✓ ✓ ✓
S 3.7D retell and paraphrase texts in ways that maintain meaning and logical order √ √ √ √ ✓ ✓ ✓
S 3.8A infer the theme of a work, distinguishing theme from topic √ √ ✓ ✓
R 3.8B explain the relationships among the major and minor characters √ √ ✓
R 3.8C analyze plot elements, including the sequence of events, the conflict, and the 

resolution 
√ √ √ √ ✓ ✓

S 3.8D explain the influence of the setting on the plot √

s 3.9A demonstrate knowledge of distinguishing characteristics of well-known children’s 
literature such as foltales, fables, fairy tales, legends, and myths

√

S 3.9B explain rhyme scheme, sound devices, and structural elements such as stanzas in a 
variety of poems

√ √ ✓
S 3.9C discuss elements of drama such as characters, dialogue, setting, and acts √



third grade tek-a-day teks coverage

R/S TEKS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

R 3.9D recognize characteristics and structure of informational text, including…                    
(i) the central idea with supporting evidence ✓

S (ii) features such as sections, tables, graphs, timelines, bullets, numbers, and bold and 
italicized font to support understanding √ ✓ ✓ ✓

s (iii) organizational patterns such as cause and effect and problem and solution ✓ ✓ ✓

R
3.9E recognize characteristics and structures of argumentative text by….                   
(i) identifying the claim ✓

R (ii) distinguishing facts from opinion ✓ ✓

S (iii) identifying the intended audience or reader ✓

R 3.10A explain the author's purpose and message within a text √ √ ✓ ✓ ✓

S 3.10B explain how the use of text structure contributes to the author’s purpose ✓

S 3.10C explain the author’s use of print and graphic features to achieve specific purposes √ ✓ ✓

S 3.10D describe how the author’s use of imagery, literal, and figurative language such as 
simile, and sound devices such as onomatopoeia achieves specific purposes √ √ ✓

S
3.10E identify the use of literary devices, including first- or third-person point of 
view √

S 3.10F discuss how the author’s use of language contributes to voice

S 3.10G identify and explain the use of hyperbole √ ✓

1st Nine Weeks 2nd Nine Weeks



3rd Nine Weeks 4th Nine Weeksthird grade tek-a-day teks coverage
R/
S

TEKS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

S 3.3A use print or digital resources to determine meaning, syllabication, and pronunciation ✓ ✓

R 3.3B use context within and beyond a sentence to determine the meaning of unfamiliar 
words and multiple-meaning words

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

S 3.3C identify the meaning of and use words with affixes such as im- (into), non-, dis-, in- 
(not, non), pre-, -ness, -y, and -ful

✓ ✓

S 3.3D identify, use, and explain the meaning of antonyms, synonyms, idioms, homophones, 
and homographs in a text

✓ ✓

S 3.6C make, correct, or confirm predictions using text features, characteristics of genre, 
and structures

✓

R 3.6E make connections to personal experiences, ideas in other texts, and society ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

R 3.6F make inferences and use evidence to support understanding ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

R 3.6G evaluate details read to determine key ideas ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

R 3.6H synthesize information to create new understanding ✓

R 3.7C use text evidence to support an appropriate response ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

S 3.7D retell and paraphrase texts in ways that maintain meaning and logical order ✓ ✓

S 3.8A infer the theme of a work, distinguishing theme from topic ✓

R 3.8B explain the relationships among the major and minor characters ✓ ✓

R 3.8C analyze plot elements, including the sequence of events, the conflict, and the 
resolution 

✓ ✓

S 3.8D explain the influence of the setting on the plot ✓

s 3.9A demonstrate knowledge of distinguishing characteristics of well-known children’s 
literature such as foltales, fables, fairy tales, legends, and myths

S 3.9B explain rhyme scheme, sound devices, and structural elements such as stanzas in a 
variety of poems

✓ ✓

S 3.9C discuss elements of drama such as characters, dialogue, setting, and acts ✓ ✓



third grade tek-a-day teks coverage

R/S TEKS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

R 3.9D recognize characteristics and structure of informational text, including…                    
(i) the central idea with supporting evidence ✓ ✓ ✓

S (ii) features such as sections, tables, graphs, timelines, bullets, numbers, and bold and 
italicized font to support understanding ✓

s (iii) organizational patterns such as cause and effect and problem and solution ✓

R
3.9E recognize characteristics and structures of argumentative text by….                   
(i) identifying the claim ✓

R (ii) distinguishing facts from opinion ✓ ✓

S (iii) identifying the intended audience or reader ✓

R 3.10A explain the author's purpose and message within a text s ✓

S 3.10B explain how the use of text structure contributes to the author’s purpose ✓ ✓ ✓

S 3.10C explain the author’s use of print and graphic features to achieve specific purposes ✓

S 3.10D describe how the author’s use of imagery, literal, and figurative language such as 
simile, and sound devices such as onomatopoeia achieves specific purposes ✓ ✓ ✓

S
3.10E identify the use of literary devices, including first- or third-person point of 
view

S 3.10F discuss how the author’s use of language contributes to voice

S 3.10G identify and explain the use of hyperbole ✓

3rd Nine Weeks 4th Nine Weeks



What teachers are saying

“This resource is fabulous. 
If you're trying to talk 
yourself off the fence of 
purchasing due to the 
price- just DO IT. I owe 
my students' increased 
testing performance on 
the spiral review that 
these provide. I love that 
we don't have to spend 
hours and hours on long 
passages, and can 
reinforce the skills they 
need (including unpacking 
the way that questions 
are worded) in a few 
minutes at the beginning 
of class.”

“I can not say enough good things 
about these passages. I was 
looking for something for morning 
work for my students that would 
cover TEKS and prepare them for 
testing. This was exactly what I 
was looking for and perfect to use. 
My students have grown so much 
by using these. Thank you!!”

I found these late in the year, but I

am so glad that I did. I use them to reteach 

the TEKS that my kiddos are not mastering 

according to district benchmarks and checkpoints. 

I love them. Next year, I am going to start using 

them in my small groups right after our first 
checkpoints! Great buy for teacher who use 

data as a tool to check for understanding 


and mastery of content. 

These TEK-a-Day packs are life savers! I 
highly recommend them. They target 
specific skills for STAAR test prep and 

make the perfect go-to resource! 


