THANKSGIVING PARTNER PLAYS, VOL.

BUILD FLUENCY & COMPREHENSION WITH PARTNERS!
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Setting: Outside on the sidewalk in a busy downtown neighborhood. Everyone is vile of dirty i
R e q d .I. putting the last touches on their float for the Thanksgiving parade. y dishes in the
y o g o q C‘I‘ivi.l. Evan: [proudly] Wow! This float is looking great! ing len
y i.o Victoria: We're just in time, too. The parade starts in ten minutes. sI Looks like a bt
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Evan: Number two: balloons.
Victoria: Check!

Evan: Number three: bales of hay.
Victoria: Check!
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Victoria: (searching] Ummm... "o check.
Evan: NO check?

Victoria: Nope.

Evan: What do you mean? on the count
Victoria: | mean th e

JTI m e fil I e I'S fo r d CI ys Wi ‘l'h Evan: No turkey? But this is aTﬁZ.nksgiving float!
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° victoria: | know! What happened to the turkey?
we I rd S h Evan: (looks around)] It was right here.
chedules victoria: Where?
Evan: [points tO the sidewalk] Right there!
Victoria: Hmmm...- Let's see if we can find it.
Evan: VIl check under the float!
victoria: Ok, and 'l ask the people nearby!
_ 101 while Victoria walks to the next float. She returns,




THANKSGIVING FLOAT MYSTERY
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EACH PLAY IS WRITTEN AT A DIFFERENT LEVEL - DIFFERENTIATE!




BATTLE OF THE PIES
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Setting: A warm, cozy kitchen with dirty dishes in the sink. In the next room, the
family is sitting around a table, eating a Thanksgiving dinner.

« Pumpkin Pie: [resting on the counter among the other pies] Finally, it's

+ Thanksgiving!

« Apple Pie: [excited] Yes! | love Thanksgiving too! I've been waiting all year long.

+ Pumpkin Pie: We all have! We've been waiting for my time to shine!

+ Apple Pie: Your time to shine?

« Pumpkin Pie: Yes, definitely!

+ Apple Pie: [confused] What do you mean? o
« Pumpkin Pie: | mean everybody knows that Thanksgiving is all about pumpkin pie! «3
* Apple Pie: Oh. | don't actually think everybody knows that. 0
« Pumpkin Pie: Sure they do! What else would Thanksgiving be all about?

: Apple Pie: Well, there’s being thankful..

« Pumpkin Pie: Of course they are. They're mostly thankful it’s Pumpkin Pie Day!

+ Apple Pie: Well, | think they're thankful for all those things they gave thanks for

+ before they ate dinner. Family, friends, a home to live in, food to eat.

+ Pumpkin Pie: Exactly! Food to eat! Like pumpkin pie!

* Apple Pie: Whatever you say, boss.

+ Pumpkin Pie: Well, what other food would they be thankful for?

+ Apple Pie: Turkey would be the first thing that comes to mind.

« Pumpkin Pie: Sure, there’s turkey, but I don’t think anybody actually likes that.

< Apple Pie: They sure do eat a lot of it! It's also on all of the commercials and

« dishes and...

% Pumpkin Pie: Aside from the turkey, everybody’s just waiting for that first bite of

think they also really like mashed potatoes and gravy.
* pumpkin Pie: No way! Who would like a fluffy white pile of potatoes covered in
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THE DECORATION SQUAD

The Decoration Squad

Cast
Natasha
Eddie

Setting: A school cafeteria, after school. A small group of kids is standing next to a
huge pile of decorations.

Natasha: Natasha, reporting for duty!

Eddie: Excellent. Natasha, what ki nds of decorations did your class send for the
Thanksgiving Luncheon?

Natasha: | have a bunch of handprint turkeys and a couple of crafty scarecrows.
Eddie: Do the scarecrows stand up by themselves?

Natasha: [Looking inside her bag] No, they don't. They have to hang on the wall or
something.

Eddie: [Checking his clipboard.] Hmm. It seems like we have all wall decorations
and no table decorations!

Natasha: Oh no! We are supposed to decorate the tables, too!

Eddie: | know.

Natasha: [looking around] You really just have a bunch of decorations to hang up
in here?

Eddie: Yep. Kindergarten sent handprint turkeys. First grade sent handprint turkeys.
Second grade sent handprint turkeys. Third grade got really creative and sent...
handprint turkeys.

Natasha: Oh, boy.

Eddie: Fourth grade sent you with handprint turkeys and a couple of scarecrows.
Natasha: What did your class make?

Eddie: A big turkey with feathers on it. On each feather, we wrote something we
were thankful for.

Natasha: It has to hang on the wall, right?
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Cast
Detective Drumstick
Constable Cranberry

Setting: A messy kitchen in someone’s home. There's a pile of dirty dishes in the
sink. Containers and utensils are all over the countertop.

Detective Drumstick: [examining the counter with a magnifying lens! Looks like a bit of
scuffle happened here, Cranberry.

Constable Cranberry: [nodding] That's right, Detective Drumstick. We gota call about
fifteen minutes ago abouta noisy altercation happening here in the kitchen and came

right out.

Detective Drumstick: Good work, Cranberry.

Constable Cranberry: Thank you, sir!

Detective Drumstick: |standing up and looking around the room] Describe the scene to
me, Cranberry. What happened here?

Constable Cranberry: [nervouslyl Well, Detective, when | arrived, we could see signs

of a scuffle.

Detective Drumstick: | already said that.

Constable Cranberry: Of course. Sorry. The countertop is messy, covered in cooking
utensils and dishes. The floor seems to be full of footprints of some kind. Overall, I'd say

something happened here.
Detective Drumstick: | would agree. Anything missing?
> e turkey tray right over there on the counter,
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THE MISSING TURKEY

Detective
Drumstick and
Constable
Cranberry solve
the case of the
missing turkey.
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| used this with my reading
group before Thanksgiving and
they were so fun! | have many
sets of Reader's Theatre from

this author!

Always a hitl | love
seeing the
confidence my
students get from a
Partner Play.

These are terrific short
plays for a quick
drama lesson.

My students
loved reading
these during
Thanksgiving. It
was great
fluency practice
that was very

engaging!
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