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These (essongs wills help gou..

YIniroduce the sirategy of
making inferences

v'Model how to make
inferences in a guided
passage

v'Help kids build
comprehension through
a hands-on activity

v Practice inferences with
task cards

v'Connect to reading with
graphic organizer and |
reading response X
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v/Students will...
v/Look at picture cards

v/ Activate their
background knowledge

v Make inferences about
the activity

v Verbalize inferences with
a sentence stem



TEACHER TOOLS: A STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE
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HANDS-ON ACTIVITY

Studentts learn best when they hav a concrete or fargble experience fo
connect fo. The strategy s cear ard males sense when we we hands-on
actvties Use the actvity Hted “Where Are We Gong™ to start your

+teaching

& Do: Jeachen Jhinks Qloud,

Durg the tik dod the feacher mades the strategy Frd the ches nthe
teuct that help you figure aut the rfererce youre hnfing Explain to shudents
how you kow those chies wil help you or why you think theyre mportart.
Use the ‘Guded Practice* sheet from this product to madel The & a great
e o add to the andhor chart or to chare the ane T've provded

When students seem to have the strategy down in feams or partrers s
time for them to practice on their own Our best method of independent
proches i for chuarie to nead thar onn ideperdart readrg back and
prochiee the shrategy avthenticaly. Have ehudents read therr book and we
+he “Independent Prachice" scaffoded readng response theet for fhis
companent

“using the chies* can help them make sense of dffiott readrgs

Jearn Jagk
Provde one card to sach growp. Do rot allow the groupe to commuricate
doost ther carde Based on the card they have, they reed fo branctorm as
many deas as possie o ancwer the question Where are we gorg? For
example, the grop that receives the backpack cadd brarctorm schod a
friend's house for a deepover, mauntan dmbng a kng rp. camping, ofc Al
of Hhese are possble answers because they are arly vang ONE che. Good
readers hunt for more than ane cue o make a good inference. Ask grops o
share ther indvidual canda. one graup at a tme. They can use the sentence
stem “We nfer we are gorg to_because *

Combine the cands
Orce each group has shared their carda. s fme fo put them together o
make a good rference. Using al of the chies, ack shidents n feams fo thrk
abort what inference they coid male that wll nchde ALL of the ches “We
nfer we are gong fo.. becavse*

Huide the
As teams offer ther suggeshons make aure they are thirking with ALL the
ches Tt chaddrit be too hard once they see ol the choes fogether, but make

Menton Jodt Xist

MAKING INFERENCES

Wordess Picture Books (a great place fo start):
- Tuesday by David Wesner
- Potsam by David Weisner
- Sector 7 by David Weisner
- Unspokers A Story from the Undergrowd Ralvoad
H

fenry Cole

+ T Wak With Vanessa by Kerascoet

Fiction Books:
+ The Widow's Broom by Chris Van Alsburg
- The Wretched Stone by Chiris Van Alsburg
- My Loy Dy by Ko Koz
- Voices in the Fark by Anthony Browne

INFE

TIPS FOR USING MENTOR TEXTS
Tpel

Read the text n s entrety first, before you read it as a mentor tect A
read-aoud at the begrring of the year is a great trme to read any ook you
Plan to e as a menfor text later n the year. You can achualy buld a kst of
mentor fechs Hhat youd lke to read at the begrring of the year because you

Wiien you read the book dueing a minkesson to teach readng or weitrg, et
read the part that hghights the sllstrategy you want to feach that day IF
you reread the whale book, #1 fake up all of your frme, and tH be foo much
Irformation for kds o process anyway, Tis best fo focus on the ot that wil
help kids learn what you want them to learn from that lesson

Tpe3

T:mkﬂ:h'mhe‘ Start by modelng what you rohee. Ths buds academic
language and shows ks that there is vabe n appreciating what other writers
db Over fime, you can start asking, “What do you rotice™ and they wil have
vakalde rpH

Tpe4

Buld your calection and mark your textsl When you find a book that s perfect
for teaching a certan readng or writng skl or strategy, add # fo your let
Borus ponts for addrg a sticky rate boskmark to the bock that marks the
eact part of the text that you can vee to feach that skl or shrategy T
recommend keeprg a specal basket for mentor tects.

NCES

Using clves 1o figure

something ovt

that's not stated in the text:

Jo- make an injenence...

|. Read for clues.

2 Think about what you know.
3 Figure ovt what makes sensel

Tean +e'lll because..

Tinfer.. because...
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GET ALL THE TOOLS YOU NEED TO TEACH INFERENCES!



v/ One page passage
focused on inferences

v/ Guiding questions &
answer key

v/Focus on using
evidence to make
inferences

v/Project or copy for
each student

INFERENCES

Frank dragged himself down the street. He couldn't wait to get all the
way home. Tt had been the worst day of his ife. As he walked, the
people walking in the other direction gave him funny looks. He
considered this and realized he must look pretty strange. His face was
covered in soot and his clothes were singed, with littie holes burned and
tattered around the edges. He'd even lost one of his shoes!

Tt had started ovt ke an ordinary day. Tf only he'd taken his normal
rovte to work! Why did he have to walk by the toothpick factory
today, of all days? That was the last 1ime he'd ever go down Burnham
Street. He wouldn't take that risk ever again

As he walked past the Shanahan's house, he could hear the TV blasting

with the nightly news. *Well, Ted, it was all tharks to one local manl The | gather

flames were barely starting to creep through the windows when he
arrived like Superman! Unfortunately, he didn't stay long enough 1o give
his name. All we have is an ttem of clothing he left+ behind, probably as
he climbed ot the window after saving the bulding from ruin Back to
you ot the studio, Ted" The Shanahans began discussing the program.
“Wowl Did you hear that? Right here in our own neighborhood!*

Frank rolled his eyes and realized he'd never called his boss at work to
explain why he didn't come in this morning, He hoped his boss would
forgive him once he found out what a day he'd had! Climbing the steps
in front of his house, he wearily turned the doorknob and opened the
door. He called to his wife, *Sarahl Youll never believe what happened to
me todayl"
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question at the top and then an‘i’
ey read. They underiine their evidence in the
text: Then they answen the Purpose question

There are three levels of task cards Level Ajs least chq”enging and
Cis the most cha"englng Thisis a great way + help student work
with appropriate content gnd differentiatel

Answer Key:

(A)] Maxwel is Playing basebal,

(A2 BEH'\/ is a cow,

(A3 Sammy s at the beach,

B)1 Sherylic mailing 4 package +o hey- grandkids for Christmag
(B) 2 Dariele i watching 4 §eary movie in the thegten

(B)3 Mrg, Johnson s nurse,

(€)1 Mr. Tobin hag a baseball accident that injured hig leg.

)2 Zachar'y is hiding form bulles in the school restnogm

€3 Darrylig trying +o survive atornads,







WHAT TEACHERS ARE SAYING

“I used this with my
intervention groups to
work on inferencing
skills. It was a time-
saver. Students
especially liked going
to different spots
around the hallway
and reading the
inference cards. They
were able to move
“I have used this resource in around and still learn.”

speech therapy with my students

that have language disabilities for
“This was just the right the past 4 years and still love it!

resource | needed. My The stories are engaging and
students seemed so much make my learners curious. Great

|H

“Great product. These was really good to
use as review and independent practice.
| even used with a small group that
struggles with reading and key ideas, so
this was perfect for that.”

more engaged when we resource
started out with a concrete

hands on example. | will be

using the rest of the mini

lessons you have created.

Thank you again!!”
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READING STRATEGY
LESSONS BUNDLE!!



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Character-Analysis-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-and-Activities-2131807
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Asking-Questions-Reading-Comprehension-Lessons-2115325
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Making-Inferences-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-and-Activities-2076999
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Visualizing-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-and-Activities-for-Sensory-Details-2104494
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Authors-Purpose-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-and-Activities-2076870
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Story-Elements-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-and-Activities-2310992
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Main-Idea-and-Details-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-and-Activities-2078836
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Cause-and-Effect-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-and-Activities-2105694
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Fact-and-Opinion-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-and-Activities-2530181
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Point-of-View-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-and-Activities-2272902
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Sequencing-Events-of-a-Story-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-and-Activities-2079838
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Nonfiction-Text-Structure-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-and-Activities-2282692
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Lessons-Bundle-12-Comprehension-Strategies-2284381
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Lessons-Bundle-12-Comprehension-Strategies-2284381
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Lessons-Bundle-12-Comprehension-Strategies-2284381
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Lessons-Bundle-12-Comprehension-Strategies-2284381

