
Identifying main idea lessons for 3-5

Engage + Model + Practice 

Reading passage

Differentiated task cards

Hands-on activity & 
anchor chart



These lessons will help you...
✓ Introduce how and why to 

ask questions


✓Model how to ask questions 
in a guided passage to 
comprehend better


✓Help kids build 
comprehension through a 
hands-on activity


✓Practice asking questions 
with differentiated task 
cards


✓Connect to reading with 
graphic organizer and 
reading response



Students will…

Look at 6 different images

Identify what the images 
all have in common; what 
main idea they support

Write a statement that 
summarizes the main idea

Communicate about 
main idea with their team

Start with an engaging activity.



Teacher tools: a step-by-step guide

Get all the tools you need to teach about questioning!
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One page passage 
focused on identifying 
main idea


Guiding questions & 
answer key


Focus on locating 
details and stating the 
main idea


Project or copy for 
each student

Model with a think aloud



Three different levels with answer keys

Differentiated task cards



Graphic organizer & reading response



What teachers are saying

“I really love the "I do, We do, 
You do" activities. Sometimes 
my students forget they are 
even learning because they 

are so engaged at the task in 
hand.”

“This main idea unit was thorough and 
helpful! I appreciated the concrete cards to 

"warm up" my students' brains! Then, we 
used the guided passage during guided 

reading with varied levels of support for the 
students. Finally, they were able to "show 
what they know" using the main idea exit 

ticket type cards. Thank you for scaffolding 
this comprehension for this busy teacher!”



This bundle includes…

Analyzing Characters 

Asking Questions

Making Inferences

Visualizing Sensory Details

Author’s Purpose

Story Elements

Main Idea & Details

Cause and Effect

Fact and Opinion

Point of View

Sequencing Events

Nonfiction Text Structure

Get the 

Reading Strategy 
Lessons Bundle!!

Get this in the Reading Strategy Lessons Bundle!!

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Character-Analysis-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-and-Activities-2131807
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Asking-Questions-Reading-Comprehension-Lessons-2115325
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Making-Inferences-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-and-Activities-2076999
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Visualizing-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-and-Activities-for-Sensory-Details-2104494
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Authors-Purpose-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-and-Activities-2076870
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Story-Elements-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-and-Activities-2310992
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Main-Idea-and-Details-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-and-Activities-2078836
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Cause-and-Effect-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-and-Activities-2105694
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Fact-and-Opinion-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-and-Activities-2530181
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Point-of-View-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-and-Activities-2272902
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Sequencing-Events-of-a-Story-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-and-Activities-2079838
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Nonfiction-Text-Structure-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-and-Activities-2282692
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Lessons-Bundle-12-Comprehension-Strategies-2284381
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Lessons-Bundle-12-Comprehension-Strategies-2284381
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Lessons-Bundle-12-Comprehension-Strategies-2284381
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Lessons-Bundle-12-Comprehension-Strategies-2284381

