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LABOR DAY READING COMPREHENSION
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The History of Labor Day

Tt's usually the first holiday of the school yeor: Sometimes we start school and a holiday happens the
next weekl Many people £ill this day with picnics: fomily time, shopping and the lost day of swirnming!
But why is the first Monday in Septermber so important that many of us get a day off frrom school?

Nowadays, many people have holidays from work throughout the year, but this wasn't always the
case. During most of the 1800s, workers didn't have time of f from work very often. They weren't
gucrcxr\feed rights like paid time off, sick leave, ond safety at work People, including children, worked
around twelve hours @ day for six doys a week They could lose their jobs if they had an
unexpected illness and weren't dble 1o work. They didn't have proper safety equipment, and if they
were injured at work, the company didn't have to help them

Activists, or people who work to make political or social change happen for the country, come
fogether to work towards worker's rights. One of the changes activists were ighting for wos the
“Eight Hour Day". This plon explained that workers should have eight hours for work, eight hours for
rest, and eight hours For *what we will*, which could be famnily, friends, hobbies, or other free time
The National Labor Union first took this Eight Hour Day Movement to Congress in 1866, but it failed
fo pass any laws to support workers.

On September 5, 1882, the first Labor Day holiday fook place in New York City. There wos @ parade
organized by the Central Labor Union and the Knights of Lobor. Tens of thousands of workers fook
an unpaid day from work and marched down Broadway Street to mark the day! Afterwards, they

celebrated with fireworks, picnics: speeches, and dancing. The federal governmen{ still didn't pass @
Labor Day low.

For yeors: workers continued 1o strike and rmarch for their rights, but the gcvernmenf didnt respond
1o their efforts. Tn May of 8%, workers near Chicago went on strike to protest the 16 hour days
they were forced to work for the Pullman Palace Car Cormpany. The PPCC had cut also their wages,
or pay. They refused fo work, stopping production on railroad cars and demanding an eight hour day.
\Workers from the American Railway Union joined the strike and the railroad industry was forced fo
shut down. §

President Grover Cleveland finally signed the Labor Day Holiday bill,
roking Labor Day o national holiday. He dlso sent troops to Chicago
fo end the strike, and many people were killed. The strike ended and
fhings didn't improve right away However, unions kept fighting and
over time, worker's rights have improved.

Now we celebrate Labor Day to show respect and appreciation for
fhe hard work of people across the country. Take a rmoment fo think
about how your |ife is different because of the unions who fought
for worker’s rights fhroughout the years!
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Labor Day Timeline of Events
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