
Fourth grade texas reading passages

30 passages

5 questions for each 
passage

200+ Academic 
vocabulary cards

6 sets of paired 
selection questions 

Help your students practice & review for staar!

TEKS Tracker & 
alignment docs



Thee passages are perfect for…

✓Spiral review

✓Exit tickets

✓Bell ringers

✓Quizzes

✓Daily warm-up

✓Small group

✓Test prep

✓Review camp

✓Summer School



How to use this resource

One passage a week

and one question a day 
for an all-inclusive spiral 

review all year long.

Spend 10 minutes a day 
and get a great review!

Introduce 
vocabulary

In the questions 
that kids will see 

on their test

Use included 
writing response 

prompts

To practice extended 

constructed responses
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Every tested TEKS from the 
assessed curriculum guides from 
has been added to the tracker. 


Track your students’ progress all 
year! All tested TEKS are 
included in the bundle.


Editable pdf included so you 
can record percentages for 
each week and each TEKS.


Student answer docs & answer 
keys included

Use the included TEKS tracker



You’ll love these passages!

Review all tested TEKS!

New question 
types are 
included (hot 
text, multi-
select, multipart 
and SCR!)


Short passages 
help you cover 
more TEKS 
every week


Nine weeks of 
passages 
aligned to 
tested genres 
in fourth 
grade.


M

M
One question 
every day 
aligned to the 
tested TEKS.


M
M



The Frog Prince (folktale)*open-
ended questions

When Life Gives You Lemons 
(fiction)*open-ended questions

Chrysalis (poetry)*open-ended 
questions

The Mess (poetry)

Something Special (multicultural 
fiction)

The Life & Times of Sam Houston 
(literary nonfiction)

Life with the Chimps (Jane 
Goodall’s biography)

When Hunger Strikes (drama)

Day of the Dead (drama)

Passages included in the 1st nine weeks



?????
The right beak for me -


Informational
Toby’s turkey - 


Drama
The smartest pup on the block- 


informational
Ben Franklin & the turkey - 


Literary nonfiction

Gail borden 
-Literary nonfiction

Passages for the 2nd nine weeks

Nine passages with 5 questions each

The power of wind -

Informational

Red, green, and black - 

informational

Lit from within- 
poetry

Unique Christmas traditions - 

informational



3rd nine weeks: Paired selections

3 sets of paired selections with questions

2. Read the 
second 
selection and 
answer the 
questions


M
1. Read the first 
selection and answer 
the questions


3. Answer the 
connections/
comparing 
questions


M

M



Passages in the 2nd nine weeks

6 passages & 3 sets of connection -comparing questions

Space camp - persuasive His head in the clouds - literary nonfiction V-day mystery - fiction

Whodunnit - poetry The evolution of the donut - informationalDonut you want some? - drama



4th nine weeks: Paired selections

3 sets of paired selections with questions

2. Read the 
second 
selection and 
answer the 
questions


M
1. Read the first 
selection and answer 
the questions


3. Answer the 
connections/
comparing 
questions


M

M



Fire - trickster tale

Clever Coyotes - 
informational

Going-Going-Gone! - poetry

Power Hitter - Literary 
nonfiction

Central Park Zoo - 
informational

To Zoo or Not to Zoo? 
Argumentative

Passages included in the 4th nine weeks



Recommended readings & writing prompts
Suggested titles to 
check out of the 
library and build 
background 
knowledge


Use the writing 
prompts to build 
writing in different 
genres




Fourth grade academic vocabulary 

200+ word wall cards with teks & staar vocabulary words

Reading Vocabulary Use for...

✓Word wall - add 

as you go

✓Vocabulary cards 

for mix-pair-share

✓Review -take 

them off and 
rebuild before 
STAAR 



Large print versions of each passage



R/S TEKS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

S 4.3A use print or digital resources to determine meaning, syllabication, and pronunciation √ √ √ √

R 4.3B use context within and beyond a sentence to determine the relevant meaning of 
unfamiliar words or multiple-meaning words

√ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √

S 4.3C determine the meaning of and use words with affixes such as mis-, sub-, meant, and 
-ity/ty and roots such as auto, graph, and meter

√ √

S 4.3D identify, use, and explain the meaning of homophones such as reign/rain √ √

S 4.6C make, correct, or confirm predictions using text features, characteristics of genre, 
and structures

√ √

R 4.6E make connections to personal experiences, ideas in other texts, and society

R 4.6F make inferences and use evidence to support understanding √ √ √ √ √ √ √

R 4.6G evaluate details read to determine key ideas √ √

R 4.6H synthesize information to create new understanding √ √

R 4.7C use text evidence to support an appropriate reponse √ √ √ √ √ √ √

R 4.7D retell, paraphrase, or summarize texts in ways that maintain meaning and logical order √ √ √ √ √ √

S 4.8A infer basic themes supported by text evidence √ √

R 4.8B explain the interactions of the characters and the changes they undergo √ √ √

R 4.8C analyze plot elements, including the rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution √ √

S 4.8D explain the influence of the setting, including historical and cultural settings, on the plot √

S 4.9A demonstrate knowledge of distinguishing characteristics of well-known children’s literature 
such as folktales, fables, legends, myths, and tall tales

√

S 4.9B explain figurative language such as simile, metaphor, and personification that the poet 
uses to create images

√ √ √

S 4.9C explain structure in drama such as character tags, acts, scenes, and stage directions √ √ √

1st Nine Weeks 2nd Nine Weeksfourth grade tek-a-day teks coverage



R/S TEKS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

R 4.9D recognize characteristics and structures of informational text, including                                    
(i) the central idea with supporting evidence

√

S 4.9D recognize characteristics and structures of informational text, including                                   
(ii) features such as pronunciation guides and diagrams to support understanding

√ √ √

S 4.9D recognize characteristics and structures of informational text, including                                
(iii) organizational patterns such as compare and contrast

√ √ √ √

R 4.9E recognize characteristics and structures of argumentative text by                                        
(i) identifying the claim

√

R 4.9E recognize characteristics and structures of argumentative text by                                       
(ii) explaining how the author has used facts for an argument

√ √

S 4.9E recognize characteristics and structures of argumentative text by                                       
(iii) identifying the intended audience or reader

√

R 4.10A explain the author’s purpose and message within a text √ √ √ √ √

S 4.10B explain how the use of text structure contributes to the author’s purpose √ √

S 4.10C analyze the author’s use of print and graphic features to achieve specific purposes √

S 4.10D describe how the author’s use of imagery, literal and figurative language such as simile and 
metaphor, and sound devices such as alliteration and assonance achieves specific purposes

√ √ √ √

S 4.10E identify and understand the use of literary devices, including first- or third- person 
point of view

√ √ √

S 4.9F discuss how the author’s use of language contributes to voice √

S 4.9G identify and explain the use of anecdote √

1st Nine Weeks 2nd Nine Weeksfourth grade tek-a-day teks coverage



R/S TEKS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
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3rd Nine Weeks 4th Nine Weeksfourth grade tek-a-day teks coverage
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3rd Nine Weeks 4th Nine Weeksfourth grade tek-a-day teks coverage



What teachers are saying

“I love all of the TEK A 
DAY resources. They 
are a great way to get 
ready and get focused 
to start class and it 
keeps the testing 
language in my students 
minds every day."

This is an amazing and 
comprehensive resource! It 
has been perfect for small 
group and tutoring. It is well-
aligned to the TEKS and 
STAAR question stems. Thank 
you for such a time-saving 
resource!!

This is perfect for test prep without 

kill and drill. My only regret is that I didn't 

start these in August. The passages are short 
and engaging but rigorous enough to prepare 
my kids for benchmarks and STAAR. This is 

just what I needed. Thank you!

“It is nice to finally have a 

resource for Language Arts that is 
similar to Math for helping students 
with spiral review or working on a 
particular standard on a rotating 

basis. “

“This has been 
PERFECT! I knew I 
wanted to track 
mastery of the TEKS 
from day 1 but I wasn’t 
quite sure HOW. Exactly 
what I need-- Thanks!”


