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Teacher Tips & Lesson Plans

MAIN IDEAS MENTOR TEXTS

-+ AnEggis Quiet by Dianna Hutts Aston
:;I; - Whose Eye Am I? by Shelly Rotner
~+ Dinosaur Lady: The Daring Discoveries of Mary Anning, the
First Paleontologist

T|ps For grea’r writing mstruchon
and men’ror texts for main |deas
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Materials Needed

1 Use the “What's t all about? Handouts o have students
read the detals about each central idea and write main idea
statements Smple sertences work best for man ideas This

« What's i all about?
handovt
+ Man dea checklist

8 days of lesson plans,
ready to print and go!
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1 Use the Revise TH hardot o gude shiderts hrough Hs

2 The first paragraph can be done as a model and students
can participate with sharing their ideas.

3, The second and possibly third paragraph can be done in
pairs to give shudents support whie writing main ideas.

4 The remairing paragraph is a good apportunity fo see what
shudertts can do on their own

+ Revise TH handout
« Mainidea checklist

| Ask students to use the “Try T handovt fo try creating |+

‘main ideas for a new piece of wri

m .
2 Usethe mmmmamud-hmmmw

+the process.
KHMMMMMZ 3 main ideas and mark
themn with a star.




Anchor charts

Sy
( This is what the complefed chart looks like!

CENTRAL IDEA:
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A HANDS-ON ACTIVITY ¥
Build, the Chant

Help students identify which main ideas are related to and
support the central idea.

Bejone the leason:

|. Prepare the anchor chart by marking out the lines for the table.
Leave everything else blank.

2. Copy sorting activity. Keep the main ideas separate from the
central ideas (you may want +o use two different colors of paper.)
Cut up the cards
ing, the Leason:

| Give each group a set of main idea cards and T~chart: Place the central
idea card on the board/documert camera

2. Ask them 1o read a main idea statement as a feam and decide whether
their main idea statement supports the central idea. T it does, have them
sort it info the “supports the central idea* side of the T-chart: T¢ i
doesn't, sort it oo the other side. They should verbalize their reasoning
with, “This main idea supports the central idea because —* or “This mean
idea does not support the central idea because -

1 3 Contirve with all of the cards

T 4 Choose a card and ask a team to share whether they believe it supports
% the central idea and why or why not: Work through all of the cards V?
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MAIN IDEA BRAINSTORMING CHART
This is what the process looks ke when it's complefed
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BRAINSTORMING MAP =

ACen‘l’ml J;qlear ,

BRAINSTORMING MAP =2

Central Ldea:
Cooking for yourself
canbe a

healthy choice.

Central Tdea:
Cooking is a hobby

many peaple enjoy.

BRAINSTORMING MAP =4

Central Tdea:
Many holidays

involve food.




Five main idea posters/printable charts

EXPOSITORY MAIN IDEAS % Supauttony Anuctune @ STEP TWO T0 WRITE MAIN IDEAS ‘
Omﬁnql main m [INTRODUCTION WITH CENTRAL TDEA: ‘ Whit& main m @

Good writers organize their writing by grouping their FAINDER: + MAINIDEA: MAIN IDEA: Jo wnite mair ideas
informartion info main ideas. These main ideas |2 Flfad Icre n:a-l'egor\/ T
support the central idea by telling you something - luen i info a complete senence by writing
important about Ht. topic/verb/category.
Jo White Main Qdeay.... I
. Read your centr sttt 3 T i .
be about). Example:

. STEP ONE TO WRITE MAIN IDEAS STEP TWO TO WRITE MAIN IDEAS
2. Brainstorm eve |. Forms/types of voleanoes

3 s/:;:.t Y:l:‘:?f ii; B"m-’mw dm W Voleanoes have different formations.

become the defail 2. Eruptions
\140‘ %ﬂm[d’b m \10' categow m Voleanoes can ervpt.

. Read the central idea. . Read one defail and circle it 3 Effecks of eruphions
O Q 2. Think about all of the Jr‘nlngs you know that 2.Find ather related detals i You e |Voleanic eruptions can cause positive and negative effects.

vrelated to that idea. CONCLUSION inthe same color.

4 Continve ca‘l’egor‘izing detais.

3 Write them all over your map. 3 Create a category key. [
2

. =
Plants in voleanic sol Hawaii ‘ Hawai
Release pressure g Magma 1 i -
Volearoes are Shield voleanoes Ve wea hield volcanoes

Tslands can form natural landform. Heat slar\ds can form natural landform.
(
Fre  Beneaththe Oder cone/ih Beneai'h’rhe ‘
: Destroys land ear"H'l s sw(’ace oys land
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Start by introducing the three % Collect main ideas from
steps to creating main ideas literature

>

: W -
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INTRODUCTION WITH CENTRAL IDEA:

Atep one: Brainstonm details

TRYIT! wdopcerdbododt T FAINDEA: FAIN T0EA MAINIOEA

Atep two: Categonise details
Raad ore detal ard orde #
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WHAT'S IT ALL ABOUT? O ?

CONCLUSION
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To came up with main ideas
Tdentify your central idea

You dorit have. o bay arything specil to raks your own costumed [] Brainstorm everything you

Empty cereal or debvery boxes. construction paper. and suncd supples can know about i

vorre fogetiner to ok you into & worster, kgt or lon. Sometimes s [] Make categories

- hard +0 irvagine wihat upa can ake with just o few dmpie Hhings, bat [] Wrte a main idea for each
ry crea Ing your using our biaws lee Hhis bnelps Hrem growd category

Humars comt on bees to do 1 Ardmals homes
Remember. your main ideas Animals hormes

[ ] ° Flower, volecting poben on Hoe ’
owh main ideas i | ol ety | [ 2 Mg
¢ r rease tems you already have. This means you're [ Relate +o the central idea 2 Shade

vegetobles that bamars cat ¢ E
 okso means yoave spending s wo erytivg [T]Be n a complefe serfence

peliowingiine Lot R ey
three step ik ‘. ) |
process! Write main ideas
from provided

categories

Buzzl Buzzl Winat's Hhat vose
hings that humans comt on
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P;ac’ri revising two compositions
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by adding main ideas




